
 
 

 

Thursday 16th May 2013, 5.30pm 
Seminar Room B3, Institute of Criminology, 

Sidgwick Avenue, Cambridge, CB3 9DA 
A drinks reception in the basement foyer will follow this seminar for attendees 

 
 

General strain theory predicts that several factors influence or condition the 
effect of strains on crime.  The research on such conditioning effects, however, 

has produced mixed results at best.  Drawing on the larger stress and coping 
literature, it is argued that several factors must converge before criminal coping 
is likely: individuals must a) possess a set of characteristics that together create 

a strong propensity for criminal coping, b) experience criminogenic strains, which 
are perceived as unjust and high in magnitude; and c) be in circumstances 

conducive to criminal coping.  Qualitative studies provide support for this 
argument, and guidelines for quantitative testing are provided. 
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Due to the great interest in this lecture, we are asking for RSVPs from those 
planning to attend.  This will allow us to manage the seating arrangements 

for maximum comfort. 
Please RSVP to jf225@cam.ac.uk by Tuesday, 14 May 2013. 

If you wish to be added to the general seminar mailing list, please contact: Joanne Garner, on: jf225@cam.ac.uk 
For full listing of IoC Seminars: http://www.crim.cam.ac.uk/  For directions: http://map.cam.ac.uk/ 
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