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‘Hard treatment’ is part of most definitions of punishment and philosophers have accordingly
tended to focus on those court sanctions that can most plainly be understood in this way —
most obviously, imprisonment. The pains of imprisonment (though not, perhaps, all of them)
are precisely intended as punishment. But there are other common ‘punishments’ that are
incompletely understood if regarded simply as the intentional imposition of hardship.
Conditional and suspended sentences are examples, where the intention seems to be less the
imposition of hard treatment than the threat of it should there be further offending. Community
sanctions - probation, community service and electronic monitoring - may involve burdensome
impositions, but they have other objectives besides or even instead of hard treatment.
Reflection on these sanctions puts to test some of the more familiar debates in the philosophy
of punishment. It will be suggested that it may be better to broaden the purview of the
philosophy of punishment and extend it to a philosophy of righting wrongs that considers not
only the ethics of imposing punishment but also of working towards reintegration and
reconciliation. This undertaking would affirm the central place of community sanctions in
determining a moral appropriate response to wrongdoing.

This seminar is free, and is open to all interested in attending, with no ticket required.
If you wish to be added to the seminar mailing list, please contact: enquiries@crim.cam.ac.uk
For full listing of loC Seminars: http://www.crim.cam.ac.uk/ For directions: http://map.cam.ac.uk/
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