
 
 

 

 
The relative impunity of business elites is a trope nicely encapsulated in the book title The Rich Get Richer and the Poor Get 
Prison.  Much of the critique of social fairness relates to the relative non-prosecution of elite individual and corporate crimes 

compared with crimes by lower class offenders.  Sentencers, of course, can punish only those who are prosecuted and 
convicted.  However, there is also, by virtue of the very public nature of the sentencing process, a concern about “fairness” 

which is difficult to analyse in relation to different sorts of offences.  There are also principled differences typical in restorative 
justice related to the question of whether it is “better” to have retribution for past acts or incapacitation/rehabilitation for future 
acts.  This seminar will explore the range of criminal and non-criminal sanctions that are available and/or actually imposed in 

the light of more general social concerns about 'white-collar crimes' and corporate harms in financial services. 
 

Michael Levi has been Professor of Criminology at Cardiff University since 1991.  He has been conducting international 
research on the control of white-collar and organised crime, corruption and money laundering/financing of terrorism since 

1972, and has published widely on these subjects as well as editing major journals, including Criminology and Criminal Justice.  
He was granted a D.Sc. (Econ.) from Cardiff University (2007) and elected to the Academy of Social Sciences (2006).  From 

2007 he held a 3-year Professorial Fellowship by the UK Economic and Social Research Council to develop research on 
transnational economic and organised crime and on responses to it.  His most recent book is a revised monograph of his 

doctoral thesis, The Phantom Capitalists.  His current projects include a study mapping cybercrimes and public/private 
responses to them in the UK, and a review (for the American Bar Foundation) of the conduct and rationality of anti-money 

laundering evaluation strategies globally. 

 

Thursday 15th March 2012, 5.00pm (new time!) 
Seminar Room B3, Institute of Criminology, 

Sidgwick Avenue, Cambridge, CB3 9DA 
A drinks reception in the basement foyer will follow this seminar for attendees 

 

Institute of Criminology 

This seminar is free, and is open to all interested in attending, with no ticket required. 
If you wish to be added to the seminar mailing list, please contact: Joanne Garner, on: jf225@cam.ac.uk 

For full listing of IoC Seminars: http://www.crim.cam.ac.uk/  For directions: http://www.crim.cam.ac.uk/where.html 
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Recent Michael Levi publications include: 
 
2008 The Phantom Capitalists: the Organisation and Control of Long-Firm Fraud, 2nd 
edition with major new introduction, Andover: Ashgate. 
 
2010 ‘Serious tax fraud and noncompliance: A review of evidence on the differential 
impact of criminal and noncriminal proceedings’, Criminology and Public Policy, 
August 2010, 9(3): 493-513. 
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of ‘threat finance’,’ British Journal of Criminology Special Issue Terrorism: 
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116-132. 
 
2009 ‘Suite Revenge? The Shaping of Folk Devils and Moral Panics about White-
Collar Crimes’, British Journal of Criminology, 49 (1): 48-67. 
 
2008 ‘‘Organised Fraud’: Unpacking Research on Networks and Organisation’, 
Criminology and Criminal Justice, 8(4): 389-420. 
 
2009 Impacts of Financial Crimes and Amenability to Control by the FSA: Proposed 
framework for generating data in a comparative manner, Dorn, N., Levi, M., 
Artingstall, D. and Howell, J., London: Financial Services Authority. 
http://www.fsa.gov.uk/pubs/other/scale_and_impact_paper.pdf. 
 
2009 Money-Laundering Risks and E-gaming: A European Overview and Assessment 
http://www.egba.eu/pdf/Levi_Final_Money_Laundering_Risks_egaming%20280909.
pdf 
 
2007 The Nature, Extent and Economic Impact of Fraud in the UK. London: 
Association of Chief Police Officers. Levi, M., Burrows, J., Fleming, M. and Hopkins, M. 
(with the assistance of Matthews, K.) 
http://www.acpo.police.uk/asp/policies/Data/Fraud%20in%20the%20UK.pdf 
 


