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Applying for the MSt in Applied Criminology and Police Management

The application portal for the 2027 intake opens on Wednesday 9 September 2026 and closes
on Tuesday 15 December 2026.

The course’s first residential element will begin on Monday 29 March 2027.

Applications for the MSt are completed through an online portal managed by the University of
Cambridge's Professional and Continuing Education (PaCE) admissions team. Please note that PaCE
admissions team operates separately from the Institute of Criminology, MSt Admin team, who oversee
the course.

Application fee

An application fee of £85 is normally charged for online applications (unless you are from a country
which is eligible for fee waiver). You will need to pay this before you submit your application. The
application fee payment is subject to a 14-day cancellation period, during which you will receive a full
refund.

Find more information on application fees, fee waivers and application fee terms and conditions.

Standard entry requirements
We expect a good UK undergraduate degree, such as a Il.i Honours, above, or international equivalent.

If your degree is not from the UK, check international qualifications on the University’s postgraduate
site to find the equivalent in your country.

Non-standard applications

If you do not meet the standard entry requirements, we still encourage you to apply. You will need to
show you have relevant, professional experience that makes you a strong candidate. Please include
this information when you apply.

Visa information

We welcome applications from international students. If you are coming from overseas, you would
attend the in-person teaching sessions for this course with visitor immigration permission.

It is important to be aware that entering the UK as a visitor for study purposes comes with certain
expectations and restrictions. To make sure you understand the requirements, we advise you to read
the in-depth information on the University’s International Students website.



https://www.postgraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/apply/how/application-fee
https://www.postgraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/apply/how/application-fee-waiver
https://www.postgraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/apply/how/application-fee-terms-conditions
https://www.postgraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/apply/before/international-qualifications
https://www.internationalstudents.cam.ac.uk/visitor-immigration-permission

How to Apply

To start your online application, click on the ‘Apply Now’ button which can be found on our course
page. https://www.crim.cam.ac.uk/mst-applied-criminology-and-police-management-police-
executive-programme

Here, you can:
e create, save, and submit your application
e upload your supporting documents
e submit and manage your references
e pay your application fee
e track your application
Supporting documents you may need to provide/upload

e CV - upload an up-to-date resume

e Personal Statement — no more than 1,000 words, telling us about your motivation for applying
for the course, outlining your relevant experience and interests

e Qualifications and transcripts — upload details of degree-level courses you have completed or
are studying. A transcript is an official summary of your academic record and the marks you
have obtained to date. You will need to provide academic transcripts and certificates for each
degree you have taken. If you have lost your degree certificate or transcript, it is normally
possible to request a replacement from your original university, but these sometimes take a
while to be delivered and often there is a charge. https://www.gov.uk/replacement-exam-

certificate

International applicants — If your documents are not in English, you must upload a full translation of
each document, prepared by a registered translator. Do not translate the documents yourself.

All applicants please note: If the name on your transcript differs from your current name you will
need to upload evidence of the change of name (e.g. Deed Poll, marriage certificate etc)

References

You will need to provide the details of two referees who can provide references written in English.
These can be either academic and/or professional references. Once you provide the details of your
referees, the system will automatically contact your referees prior to submission of your application.
It is therefore important that you discuss your application with your referees before providing their
details in the application form.

Your choice of referee should be someone who is best able to comment on your academic ability or
explain why your work experiences would suit academic study. Your referees will not be required to
give character references.

You will be asked to provide a professional email address for your referees when you apply. We cannot
accept references provided directly by applicants or provided via a referee’s personal email address.


https://www.crim.cam.ac.uk/mst-applied-criminology-and-police-management-police-executive-programme
https://www.crim.cam.ac.uk/mst-applied-criminology-and-police-management-police-executive-programme
https://www.gov.uk/replacement-exam-certificate
https://www.gov.uk/replacement-exam-certificate

Colleges

All students must be a member of a Cambridge College. During the application process, you will be
given a choice of college. Please look at the web pages before making this choice. Once you have been
accepted by a college, it is not possible to change and as you graduate from your college, if you have
colleagues applying for the MSt at the same time, you may wish to opt for the same one. You will not
always get your first-choice college selection as places at some are limited.

The choices for the Police course are:

Fitzwilliam College

Selwyn College

Wolfson College

Please make sure you select an option on the application form

What happens after | have submitted my application?
Interview

Once your application has been successfully submitted, you may be contacted by the Institute of
Criminology (loC) MSt Admin Team, to arrange an informal interview. The interview will be conducted
by two members of the course academic team via MS Teams. The purpose of the interview is to ensure
that you know what to expect of the course, what will be provided, what will be expected of you and
also to answer any queries or concerns you may have.

Interviews will be organised by the Criminology MSt Admin Team mst.administration@crim.cam.ac.uk

Sample of written work

As part of the departmental application process, all applicants are required to submit a piece of
written work based on an article provided by the Criminology MSt Admin Team. The administration
team will contact you directly with the article details and submission instructions when your writing
sample is required.

Funding

You are strongly advised to research funding opportunities well in advance of submitting your
application. https://www.crim.cam.ac.uk/Courses/funding

You should not expect to be able to obtain funding once you have started your course.

If you are offered a conditional place, you will be required to complete a Financial Undertaking Form.
The purpose of this form is to confirm that you understand the financial obligations of your MSt
programme.


https://www.fitz.cam.ac.uk/
http://www.sel.cam.ac.uk/
http://www.wolfson.cam.ac.uk/
mailto:mst.administration@crim.cam.ac.uk
https://www.crim.cam.ac.uk/Courses/funding

Itis not the intention of the form to prove your personal ability to pay the fees, unless you are receiving
funding from a third party such as a scholarship or bursary award (of which evidence will be required).

Certificates and transcripts

You will need to upload copies of certificates and transcripts for any qualifications declared on your
application form.

If you have any queries regarding certificates and transcripts, please contact:
mst.admissions@pace.cam.ac.uk

English Language Requirements

e |ELTS Academic: Overall band score of 7.0 (a minimum of 6.5 in Writing and 7.0 in the other
components)
e TOEFL Internet: Overall score of 100 (a minimum of 25 in each individual component)

There is provision for a further assessment by the University Language Centre if your score targets are
missed by a small margin. If you have any queries regarding language requirements, please contact:
mst.admissions@pace.cam.ac.uk

For more information, visit the University’s language requirements page.

Other necessary documentation

You will need to upload a passport sized photograph which will be used on your University of
Cambridge student card and to identify you. This card will give you access to student areas of the
Institute of Criminology as well as your college. Further guidance can be found here.

Conditional Offer

If your application is successful, and the course director recommends you for admission, the Institute
of Criminology (I0C) will submit this recommendation to the admitting body, (PaCE) who will issue
your formal conditional offer*.

*One of the conditions of your offer will be to obtain membership of a Cambridge College. This will be
organised on your behalf, by the loC MSt Admin Team, based on the college preference indicated on
your application form. You do not need to take any action.

Please Note: Applications from candidates considered, 'non-standard' who successfully pass the
departmental application process are submitted for final approval to the Academic Policy and
Operation Committee at the University of Cambridge (PaCE). This additional review step may result in
a short delay before your conditional offer is issued.

Once you have received your conditional offer, PaCE will invite you by email, to access your
Postgraduate Applicant Self-Service Account. This email will contain an applicant ID (USN) and
password.


mailto:mst.admissions@pace.cam.ac.uk
mailto:mst.admissions@pace.cam.ac.uk
https://www.postgraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/apply/before/english-language-requirements
https://help.uis.cam.ac.uk/service/accounts-passwords/university-cards/identity-photo-specification

Itis important that you check your Self-Service Account regularly as it is the primary way in which PaCE
will communicate with you about your application. They will update your Self-Service Account as and
when information becomes available.

The Self-Service Account is accessible 24 hours a day and allows you to:

. track the progress of your application

. upload any new or remaining supporting documents that are required

. tell us about changes to your contact details

o view your offer conditions

. accept or decline your offer

. print a certificate of confirmation once all conditions have been met and your place confirmed

When all your conditions have been met you will receive an email from Student Registry which will
enable you to complete your student registration and become formally enrolled.

You will be contacted by the MSt administration team and your college shortly before the start of the
course with introductory information.

Frequently Asked Questions

e My referees have not received any notification, what do | do? Contact
mst.admissions@pace.cam.ac.uk and they will be able to resend the requests.

e How do | find out the status of my application? Check your self-service account or contact
mst.admissions@pace.cam.ac.uk

¢ | am having difficulty in uploading documents. What do | do? Contact
mst.admissions@pace.cam.ac.uk

e Is the cost of accommodation included in the course fees? An ensuite room including
breakfast at a college is included. Please Note: Weekend accommodation is not included but
can be booked and paid for directly with the college.



mailto:mst.admissions@pace.cam.ac.uk
mailto:mst.admissions@pace.cam.ac.uk
mailto:mst.admissions@pace.cam.ac.uk

